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This tale of the mysterious East, recounting the escape of Rasselas
and his companions from the 'soft vicissitudes of pleasure and
repose5 in the happy valley of Egypt to study the conditions of
men's lives and to seek the active principle of happiness has, over
the years, exerted an enormous and widespread appeal But the
manner of telling fascinates: the humour, the solidity of the
wisdom and the verbal force and skill with which that wisdom
is pressed home: if Rassdas is an attack on eighteenth-century
romanticism, it is an attack without malice or self-righteousness*
THE COMPLETE ENGLISH POEMS
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Perhaps few modern readers of Johnson would think of him as a
major poet - but his contemporaries would have been in no doubt
on the subject. London was reprinted at least twenty-three times in
Johnson's lifetime, and more recently was included, with Tk
Vanity ofHumn Wishes, in T, S. Eliot's list of the 'greatest verse
satires of the English or any other language5.
This edition includes all Johnson's English poems and a selection
from his Latin poems and from Irene, his single attempt at verse
drama, A feature of Dr Fleeman's extensive annotation is the use
throughout of Johnson's own Dictionary (jfthe English LwguQgt as a
guide to the poet's precise meaning,